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For the second year in a row, Limerick fans can mark the date of 
the Munster hurling final in their diaries. Since 5.45 p.m. on June 
1st., thoughts have turned to the 13th. of July. T.J. Ryan’s men con-
founded the bookies, and even many of their own supporters, by 
travelling to Thurles and taking Tipperary’s scalp for the first time in 
41 years. Yes, not since 1973 have Limerick’s hurlers defeated the 
Premier County in their own backyard. And isn’t 1973 the last time 
that the Liam McCarthy Cup made its way to Limerick? Is it too much 
to hope that this is our year?
 Brian Ryan’s minor team will be hoping to retain the Munster 
crown too, and maybe take the next step by winning Limerick’s first 
minor hurling All-Ireland title since 1984. The Limerick minor  
camogie team has already captured an All-Ireland title. 
Congratulations to everybody involved in a memorable triumph.  
 These successes don’t happen by chance. Playing talent is essen-
tial but so are dedication, skill, hard work and discipline. Éibhear O 
Dea may not be known to all Limerick fans but his role in the Limerick 
success story is a significant one. We talked to Éibhear in this issue.
 Every successful team needs a free-taker; just think how vital 
Shane Dowling’s tally of 1-9 from placed balls was to Limerick’s 
recent success v Tipperary in Semple Stadium. In this issue we meet 
up with two legendary Limerick free-takers, one from the 1970’s, 
one from the 1990’s and a third  who is making a name for himself 
at minor, Under 21 and senior level right now. It was fascinating 
and it was fun. Richie, Ronan and Gary share their wisdom,  
experience and skill for your benefit.
 As the school year draws to a close, so the activities of 
Cumann na mBunscol reach a climax. In this issue, you can find out 
what has been happening on playing fields throughout the county. 
The year started with indoor hurling and camogie glory for Lisnagry 
NS and Milford NS respectively. West Limerick retained the Eithne 
Neville Cup. Limerick City regained the Mackey Cup in what was 
hailed as a vintage competition, proof of the healthy state of  
hurling by Shannonside. 44 lucky girls and boys have so far worn 
the Limerick jersey in the 2014 Primary Go Games. The INTO Mini 
Sevens competitions have been decided and several lucky boys 
and girls can look forward to an appearance in Croke Park on 
Big Match Day during the summer. Doon CBS, Killoughteen NS, 
Templeglantine NS and Lisnagry NS all claimed county titles.
Salesian College, Pallaskenry won an All-Ireland hurling title, further 
evidence of the golden era we are currently enjoying. We report on 
all these successes in this issue.
 Míle buíochas to Liam Dillon, Dave Bulfin, Br. J.L. Dormer and 
the Secretaries in each Division who provide the magazine with 
results, news and photos. Without their help, our work would be 
well nigh impossible.
  

Luimneach abú,

Ciarán Crowe & Joe Lyons
Joint Editors
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Worldwide Access to Live  
GAA Matches

History makers! The 2014 Limerick senior hurling team.
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Dee for Destiny

As a primary school pupil, Diarmuid Dee served up a string 
of stirring performances in the Olo Cup for St. Nessans NS, 
Mungret. He went on to star for Limerick City in the Mackey 
Cup and, just a few short years later, played on the Limerick 
minor hurling team with the likes of Ronan Lynch and Cian 
Lynch (about whom you can read more in this issue of The 
G&W). 
 This summer, Diarmuid travelled to New Zealand for the 
Under 20 Rugby World Cup as a member of the Irish team. 
At the start of the three-week tour, as 58,000 students were 
sitting their Leaving Cert English Paper 1 in Ireland, Diarmuid 
did his Leaving Cert English exam in New Zealand (at 8.30 
p.m., local time). He was presented with his paper by team 
manager Hendrik Kruger who doubled up as exam  
superintendent. Here’s wishing Diarmuid the very best in  
all his tests, whether on the sports field or in the field of  
education! We’re certain he’s destined for great things.

There’s a new product in the shops this summer: it’s the 
GAA Moro Bar! Launching the bar earlier this year, Brand 
Manager Shane Guest said, “We are delighted to introduce 
the Moro GAA Bar this year to Centra and Supervalu stores 
nationwide. Cadbury is very proud to be celebrating its 10th 
year in partnership with the GAA as official sponsor of the 
GAA Football U21 Championship and throughout the ten 
years the U21 Championship has grown from strength to 
strength.” 
 No doubt it has 
been a sweet deal for all 
concerned! (Use ‘GAA 
Moro’ as your search 
term to discover further 
details about the deal, the 
product and competition 
prizes on offer).

Gaelic Chocolate!

There was some good  news recently for GAA fans  
living abroad or travelling overseas during the  
championship season. The news from GAA HQ in 
Croke Park (which came to us via Twitter) is that live 
streaming of many of this summer’s key matches will 
be available on line, worldwide. The exact message, 
including the all-important link, was as follows:

Great news for our supporters overseas as the  
website for the new online streaming service  
@GAAGO is now live

2014 Ard Scoil Ris captain, 
Cian Lynch with Donal Óg 
Cusack and Harty Cup

2014 Ard Scoil Ris captain, 
Cian Lynch with Donal Óg 
Cusack and Harty Cup



The Limerick Primary Game mentors relaxing before the game v Tipperary  on  June 1st.

2014 Shannon 

Airport 
Munster 
Primary Go 
Games

Keith Mc Inerney  
from St Paul’s NS in 
Dooradoyle lined out for 
Limerick in the Primary 
Game in Semple Stadium
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The Green & White 
Magazine’s Growing On-line 
Presence
Follow The G&W Magazine on Twitter - just ‘google’  
@LimerickGAAzine for lots of interesting and up-to-date 
news, views and content. We were thrilled to pass the 
1,000 followers mark recently and hope the followership 
continues to grow in the months to come. Also, check out 
our Blog, the link is on the Home Page of our website 
(www.thegreenandwhite.com). Older readers can access 
G&W content on Facebook on Ty Stone’s Facebook Page 
(Note: this FB site has been approved by the editors).

Cumann na mBunscol News Cumann na mBunscol

Sporting 
Sisters
Aoife and Noelle 
Curtin are Sixth Class 
pupils in Templeglantine 
NS. They have often 
featured in the pages 
of ‘The Green and 
White’ in the colours of 
their school team. They 
achieved a unique  
distinction this year. Aoife 
was selected to play in 
the INTO Mini Sevens in 
Croke Park while her twin 
sister Noelle lined out in 
the Limerick ladies football 
team that played Tipperary 
in the Primary Game in 
the Gaelic Grounds on May 
31st. That’s a famous first  
in the history of Cumann  
na mBunscol in Limerick  
and one it’s hard to  
imagine being repeated, 
ever. Comhghairdeas libh,  

Tim Crowley 
Honoured
There was special recogni-
tion for recently retired 
Ardagh NS principal, Tim 
Crowley at the spring meet-
ing of the West Limerick 
Primary Schools GAA Board. 
Cathaoirleach Diarmuid 
O Connor spoke of Tim’s 
huge contribution to primary 
schools Gaelic games for 
over three decades. As a 
player Tim played football 
and hurling with his native St 
Kieran’s and enjoyed more 
than a decade lining out with 

Twin sisters Aoife and Noelle 
Curtin from Templeglantine NS

Diarmuid O Connor, 

Chairman West 

Limerick Primary  

Schools GAA Board 

with Tim Crowley, 

former principal 

Ardagh NS

the Limerick senior football 
team. For over a quarter 
of a century, Tim and Noel 
Liston guided the fortunes of 
the West Limerick Divisional 
team in the Sarsfield Cup, 
enjoying unrivalled success 
along the way. Tim’s powers 
of encouragement and his 
ability to make every boy 
and girl feel important to the 
cause of the team will long 
be remembered. Diarmuid 
O Connor made a presenta-
tion to Tim on behalf of the 
West Schools GAA Board 
and wished him a long and 
happy retirement.

a chailíní! (BTW the  
alternative title for this article 
was,’ Success on the Double 
for a Pair of Top Quality 
Curtins’)!



The Ronan Lynch File
Age:18 in November
Primary school: An Mhodhscoil
What teams are you involved with this year? Ardscoil Rís; 
Na Piarsaigh Minors, Under 21s and Seniors; and Limerick 
Minors
Favourite position on hurling  team: Midfield or centre  
forward
First game of hurling: St. Patrick’s club at 5 or 6 years of age
Highlights of your hurling career up to now: Winning the 
Harty Cup, winning the Munster Minor Championship with 
Limerick in 2013, Under 16 County final v Doon, being 
named Munster Minor Player of the Year last year.
Ambitions: To win a Senior County Championship with Na 
Piarsaigh, to win an All-Ireland with my club and County
Favourite hurler(s) present/past: Henry Sheflin, Seán 
McMahon - and Richie Bennis and Gary Kirby, of course  
(The Patrickswell duo were in close attendance at the time)!
Hurley size: I use a ‘34.
Shoe size: 11 and a half
Height: 6’3
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Cumann na mBunscol News

Favourites 
Hobbies: Golf, music and I like school.
Bands/singers: Arctic Monkeys
Movies: The Lord of the Rings movies
TV programmes: Breaking Bad
Holiday destination(s): Florida and the USA
Food: Spaghetti Bolognese
Pet: A dog, Sally
Computer/video games: FIFA
Motto: If you want to be happy ... be!

Cian Lynch

The Cian Lynch File
Editor’s note: A more detailed interview with Cian Lynch 
appeared in last term’s issue of The Green and White:  
it’s available on line at, thegreenandwhite.com 
Nickname: Ginger (haha!)
Club: Patrickswell 
Primary School: Patrickswell N.S.
Secondary School: Ardscoil Rís
Favourite food: Seán Lynch’s specialty, every vegetable 
under the rising sun mashed together with beef!
Favourite car: Audi A5
Favourite film(s): Braveheart, The Life of Pi
Favourite TV programme(s): Home and Away, Jericho
Favourite actor/actress: Mel Gibson
Favourite singer(s)/band(s): Ellie Goulding, Macklelmore, 
Favourite song: Stubborn Love (Lumineers)
Favourite holiday destination: Dubai
Favourite Playstation/X-box/other game: Nods and 
Volleys
Favourite activities (outside of GAA): Soccer and rugby
Favourite Limerick hurler(s): Sean Tobin and Kevin Downes
Favourite hurler (any county): Joe Deane
Favourite non-GAA sports star: Roy Keane
Favourite soccer team: Real Madrid

Cllr Sean Lynch and son 
Cian after Harty Cup win

Minor stars
Making a major impact
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Limerick City captain Barry O Connor 

accepts the Mackey Cup from Joe Lyons 

of Allianz Cumann na mBunscol 

The 2014 Mackey Cup was rated as the best in the 31 years since the tournament was 
first staged. The hurling was of a very high standard. All three games were closely  

contested. Limerick City won the Mackey Cup for the second time in three years. 
Limerick hurlers James Ryan, Stephen Walsh and Shane O Neill were mentors with 

West Limerick, South Limerick and Limerick City respectively. All three have fond  
memories of playing in the Mackey Cup as boys.

West Limerick primary schools team with mentors 

Diarmuid O Connor and James Ryan at the  Mackey Cup 

Limerick City 
2014 Mackey Cup Champions 

East captain Cormac Ryan & City  

captain Barry O Connor with referee 

Mike Flannery at the Mackey Cup 

South Limerick primary schools team at the 2014 Mackey Cup with mentors Brian Fitzgerald, Ollie Coffey & Stephen Walsh
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East Limerick
Jack Nicholas Murroe NS
Michael Ryan Murroe NS
Jack O Carroll     Murroe NS
Christopher Thomas Doon CBS
Cormac Ryan     Doon CBS
Adam Crowe        Doon CBS
Sean Maher        Doon CBS
David Hickey        Killinure NS
Sean Quigley         Killinure NS
Colin Coughlan      Crecora NS
Patrick Byrne         Carnane NS
Eddie Stokes          Oola NS
Cian O Donovan    Oola NS
Conor Linane       Nicker NS
Aidan Mc Namara   Barna NS
Jack Franklin       Barna NS
Andrew Shanahan   Lisnagry NS
Mark Donnellan      Lisnagry NS
Adam Murrihy        Lisnagry NS
Padraig Harnett       Ahane NS
Michael Hourigan     Ahane NS
Kevin Morrissey     Ahane NS

Roghnóírí:  
Br. Dormer, George Lee,  
Donagh Mc Carthy, Micheal Fitzgerald,  
Pat Ryan and Sean Herbert.

Summer 2014   The Green & White

Stephen Walsh & James Ryan, Limerick hurlers, 

former Mackey Cup players  and now coaches 

with the South and West respectively

East Limerick enjoyed the  

2014 Mackey Cup

Limerick City 
2014 Mackey Cup Champions 

Limerick City 
won the Mackey 

Cup for the 
second time in 

three years

Semi Finals
1: South Limerick 2-11: West Limerick 2-9
2: Limerick City 1-3: East Limerick  0-5       
Final
Limerick City 1-5: South Limerick 1-4.

Results

Limerick City
Conor O’Neill  (Ballybrown)
Michael O’Hanrahan  (Monaleen)
Jason Aylward  (Monaleen)
Shane Hannon  (Ballybrown)
Cian Enright  (Patrickswell)
Diarmaid Hegarty  (Milford)
Conor O’Malley  (St Paul’s)
Keith McInerney  (St Paul’s)
Patrick Kirby  (Patrickswell)
Harry O’Donnell  (JFK)
Barry O’Connor  (Ballybrown)
Ross O’Brien-May  (Milford)
John Moloney  (An Mhodhscoil)
Keith Dempsey  (Scoil Chriost Ri)
Cian Fitzgerald  (Patrickswell)
James Mason  (Kildimo)
Darragh Punch  (Ballybrown)
Darragh O’Hagan  (St Nessans)
Aaron O’Donovan  (Pallaskenry)
Adam McNamara  (St Patrick’s)

Selectors:
Shane O’Neill (Scoil Chriost Ri)
Ruairi Walsh (St Paul’s)
Paul O’Connor (Patrickswell)
Ger Downes (GDA)



The Clodagh Doherty  File
Name: Clodagh Doherty
Club: Effin
Primary School: Effin NS
Have you any pets? Two dogs
Favourite TV programme: Eastenders
Favourite Food: Stew
Favourite Band: Avicii
Last film you saw at the cinema:  Grown Ups 2
Favourite Playstation game: FIFA 
Highlight of your GAA career: Playing for Limerick in the 
Primary Game
Favourite position: Midfield
Sporting ambition: To play for Limerick
Favourite GAA star: Nickie Quaid 
Your sporting hero (any sport): Ronaldo
Which sports do you play? Soccer and Badminton 
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Celebration and 
Remembrance

It was a proud 
day in our school last 
October when our 
local team, Dromin–
Athlacca, brandishing 
the Michael O’Leary 
Cup, visited the school 
as newly crowned 
Intermediate Hurling 
County Champions. 
The Michael O Leary 
Cup has particular sig-
nificance for Dromin–
Athlacca as Breda 
O’Leary donated it to 
the county in memory of 
her late husband.
Mike O’Leary was a tal-
ented hurler who made 
a huge contribution to his club and county. Mike played 
for Limerick at minor and U-21 level from 1969 to 1973. 
(He even marked Cork All-Star Seánie O’Leary in an U-21 
Munster Final). Opportunity to play at senior level came 
at the Old Athletic Grounds in Cork in 1974. Mike wore 
the number 4 jersey for Limerick, previously worn by his 
neighbour, Jim O’ Brien of Bruree and marked Cork’s 
Charlie McCarthy. At club level he was a member of the 
successful Dromin-Athlacca minor teams, who won both 
the hurling and football County Finals in 1970. The fol-
lowing year he won U-21 and Intermediate County med-
als. Success came at Senior Level when Dromin-Athlacca 

won their first Senior South 
Championship in 1980,  
defeating Bruree.
 Not only were we  
celebrating a victory last 
October, but we were also 
remembering Mike and his 
wife, Breda. Sadly, Breda 
had passed away just the 
week before the Intermediate 
County Final. The team’s 
victory was a fitting tribute 
to Mike and Breda O’Leary. 
Both were great G.A.A.  
people. Mike’s ability as a 
hurler is well known. Breda 
was a staunch supporter of 
the club. Indeed the club 

flag that draped her coffin was made by Breda herself.
Mike and Breda’s sons Gearóid and Eoin were members of 
the victorious team. Seánie, their grandson captained our 
school hurling team and won a Mackey Cup medal with 
South Limerick last year. Ciarán is currently on our school 
team. Mike would be very proud that his grandchildren, 
as toddlers, were frequently seen wielding tiny hurleys. 
We hope they (and we) will have much to celebrate in the 
future and that we will also continue to remember all those 
who have contributed to our local G.A.A. club. Breda and 
Mike, we acknowledge your influence on the club and 
thank you for your dedication. Leaba i measc Naomh na 
hÉireann go raibh agaibh!

Clodagh Doherty

By Bríd Lehane, Athlacca NS
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Once we got over defeat at the hands of 
Clare in last year’s All Ireland semi final, we had to admire the 
skill and intensity they brought to their performances as they 
swept to victory in the championship. But let us now reflect on  
the huge influence Limerick has had on the social, academic  
and hurling lives of the Clare players and mentors. Read on  
and you’ll understand why it’s fair to ask where Clare would be  
without us!
 
Secondary School in Limerick (& a few Harty Cup 
medals thrown in for good measure!)
Ard Scoil Rís
Cathal McInerney, Derek Fahy, Jamie Shanahan, Nicky O 
Connell, Conor Ryan, Colm Galvin, Darach Honan

St. Munchin’s
Domhnall O Donovan

Third Level Education in Limerick (& a few Fitzgibbon 
Cup medals) 
University of Limerick
Brendan Bugler, Patrick Kelly, Pat Donnellan, Jack Browne, 
Paudge Collins, Cathal Malone, Conor Ryan, Seadna Morey, 
Paul Flanagan, Shane Golden, Darach Honan

Limerick Institute of Technology
Cathal McInerney, Conor Cooney, Jamie Shanahan, Pat 
Donnellan, Peter Duggan, Sean Collins, Stephen O Halloran, 

Tony Kelly, Nicky O 
Connell, Shane Gleeson

Mary Immaculate College 
of Education, Limerick
Colm Galvin, John Conlon

Backroom Team
Strength & Conditioning
Coach
Joe O Connor (from Rathkeale, played underage football and 
hurling  with his local club, Seán Finn’s)

Trainer
Paul Kinnerk (from Monaleen, plays football for Monaleen and 
has played on the Limerick senior football team)

Team Manager
Seoirse Bulfin (from Bruff, he plays hurling for Bruff alongside 
Limerick senior hurler Paul Browne)

Manager
Davy Fitzgerald (Director of Hurling and manager of LIT hurling 
team; his mother is from the Shanagolden area in County Limerick)

And Almost Everyone from Clare
Yes. Almost very Clareman is a Limerickman really! The reason? 
They were born in the Regional Maternity Hospital  on the Ennis 
Road. In LIMERICK!

Clare -
The Limerick 
Connections Davy FitzDavy Fitz

Clare hurlers 
Conor Ryan and 
Paudge Collins 
reading an All 
Ireland winning 
magazine

Clare hurlers 
Conor Ryan and 
Paudge Collins 
reading an All 
Ireland winning 
magazine

Clare free-taker 
Colin Ryan picks 
up a few tips 
from the Green 
and White

Seoirse BulfinSeoirse Bulfin

Clare free-taker 
Colin Ryan picks 
up a few tips 
from the Green 
and White

Clare hurler 
Séadna Morey 
knows a good 
magazine when 
he sees one!

Clare hurler 
Séadna Morey 
knows a good 
magazine when 
he sees one!
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West Limerick   
retain Neville Cup

The girls of West Limerick retained 
the Eithne Neville Cup following a titanic struggle with 
Limerick City.
 After the final, Joe Lyons, Cathaoirleach of Allianz 
Cumann na mBunscol, presented the Eithne Neville 
Cup to West captain Larissa Mc Carthy of Glengurt 
National School. Among scenes of joy and jubilation, 
Larissa Mc Carthy raised the treasured trophy aloft. 
Named for one of Limerick’s greatest camogie players, 
Eithne Neville, West Limerick domination continues 
for another year but the standard of the other teams 
is proof of the work being done in schools throughout 
the city and county.

East Limerick girls football 
team played in the 2013  
Larkin Shield in UL

Larissa Mc Carthy 
accepts the Neville 
Cup from Joe Lyons 
of Allianz Cumann na 
mBunscol Luimnigh

Celebration time for 
West Limerick
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West Limerick   
retain Neville Cup

West 
Limerick 

domination 
continues 

for another 
year

West Limerick 4-3:  Limerick City 0-1

Finals

West Limerick
Valerie Shanahan  (Ashford NS)
Niamh Foley  (Killoughteen NS)
Ella Whelan  (Killoughteen NS)
Tara Mc Carthy  (Ardagh NS)
Roisin Mann  (Ardagh NS) 
Iris Kennelly   (Ardagh NS)
Meadbh Ambrose  (Ardagh NS)
Chloe Collum  (Ahalin NS)
Sarah Flaherty  (Croagh NS)
Anna Shanagher  (Croagh NS)
Orla Kelliher  (Kilfinny NS)
Íde Collins  (Raheenagh NS)
Shauna Cunningham (Raheenagh NS)
Aisling Corbett  (Gaelscoil Ó Doghair)
Breda Magner  (Scoil Iósaf NCW)
Ciara English  (Granagh NS)
Ciara Sheehy  (Granagh NS)
Larissa McCarthy  (Glengurt NS)
Elise Buckley  (Templeglantine NS)
Noelle Curtin  (Templeglantine NS)
Michelle Curtin  (Templeglantine NS)

Roghnóirí:
Noel O Connor  (Trainer)
Caitrín De Bhál  (Kilcolman NS)
Nora Ryan  (Scoil Iósaf)
Jackie Enright  (Croagh NS)

Neville Cup runners 
up Limerick City with 
coaches Mike Cronin 
and Sinead Millane

West captain Larissa 
Mc Carthy and City 
captain Eimear O 
Keeffe with referee JP 
Kiely before the Neville 
Cup final

Neville Cup  
champions West 
Limerick enjoy their 
moment of victory

West Limerick’s dominance of the primary school camogie scene continued as the girls 
from the West retained the Eithne Neville Cup at the Gaelic Grounds.
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Cooperation  
Communication  

Coherence

“ Limerick underage hurling academies 
have gone from strength to strength each year 
and there are top class coaches and  
administrators working at all levels in 
the system. Limerick Underage Hurling 
Academies have been working  
exceptionally hard every Saturday  
morning in UL since last October. The 
squads train for 75 minutes each starting 
with the U15’s, U17’s and Minors from 
9am - 10.15 and the U14’s and U16’s 
from 10.15am - 11.30.

“Great credit is due to the volunteer 
coaches and management teams who  
have put in so many hours of  
dedication with the various age groups 
each morning. Huge praise must also go to 
the parents who have brought their kids in 
such great numbers. A lot of of  
teachers work as coaches in the academies 
and this helps link the underage teams 
to what is happening in  
primary and  
secondary schools. 
The teachers 
include: Brian 
Finn, Liam 
Reale, 
Aonghus O’ 
Brien, Liam 
Cronin, 
Eamon O’ 
Connell, 
Brian 
Foley 
and Liam 
Lyons.

“Coaches are always watching out for 
new talent in clubs and the panels 

remain open for most of the year. 
The message to young players is 
to work hard, practise the skills 
of the game and try your best 
always to play to the highest  
standard with your school and 
club teams. 

The Mackey Cup is the
first opportunity a young hurler 
gets to play with players from 
other schools and clubs and 

this is just the starting point for 
many aspiring county players of 
the future. Of course many young 
players develop at different stages 

in their teenage years.  
We are aware of this and our  

plan has to be to ensure that those  
who are good enough and who  

work hard enough get every  
opportunity possible wear the  

Green & White.”

Éibhear O Dea

Éibhear O Dea from Kilteely is a primary school teacher in An Mhodhscoil (The Model School) in 
Limerick City. He is also the coordinator of the Limerick Hurling Strategy. We met up with Éibhear 

recently to discuss the nuts and bolts of the county hurling plan.

Éibhear O Dea from Kilteely is a primary school teacher in An Mhodhscoil (The Model School) in 
Limerick City. He is also the coordinator of the Limerick Hurling Strategy. We met up with Éibhear 

recently to discuss the nuts and bolts of the county hurling plan.
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Questions & Answers
G&W: How did the Limerick Underage Hurling Academies 
come about?

EOD: It all started with Shane Fitzgibbon when he became Under 
14 manager and also Ger Hegarty as minor manager. Shane 
began to develop the vision for Limerick underage hurling and 
everyone who got involved just wanted to help improve the 
standard of player Limerick produces and start becoming   
consistently competitive at minor level.

G&W: Who runs  the scheme?

EOD: The group is called the Implementation Committee but real-
ly what we do is work with County Bord na n-Óg and the Senior 
County Board to improve the standard of everything to do with 
underage hurling and also help players in the transition from 
being  underage hurlers to becoming county minor hurlers.

G&W: Who are the personnel involved?

EOD: Joe Mc Kenna, Liam Hayes and Michael O’ Riordan, 
along with Áine Mc Namara who helped facilitate drawing up 
the strategy for Limerick underage hurling, Andy Murphy who 
is Head Strength & Conditioning Coach and Jerry Wallace as 
Head Coach.

G&W: How long has the scheme been in place?

EOD: We have been working in the background for the past 5 
years.

G&W: What are the aims of the Limerick Hurling Strategy?

EOD: The mission statement is: “Cooperation - Communication - 
Coherence”. 

The aims include: 

•	 To	ensure	that	there	is	a	shared	understanding	and	 
coherence among key stakeholders about the long-term,  
developmental focus of Limerick Hurling (from under 14 
through to senior inter-county level).  

•	 To	equip	young	hurlers	with	the	skills	(technical,	tactical,	
physical, and mental) needed to reach their potential in  
the sport.  

•	 To	provide	young	hurlers	with	developmentally	 
appropriate training and competition opportunities. To provide 
coaches with opportunities to develop their coaching practices 
and progress along a coaching pathway.

•	 To	strengthen	links	and	cooperation	between	key	 
stakeholders involved in the development of Limerick hurling  
at school, club, and county levels.

G&W:  How do you measure success ?

EOD: Success at underage level is not measured by winning 
alone. Winning is a bonus! We measure success by the  
improvements players and coaches make each year and also by 
the standard of county minor hurler we produce. At minor level, 
games are very competitive. We are happy if we remain  
competitive each year. Limerick Minors have won the first round 
of the Munster championship for the last 4 years in a row so that 
in itself is a measure of success. Players have already started 
working on winning the first round in 2015.

G&W: Are there ‘open trials’ for prospective participants in the 
scheme?

EOD: Yes. Panels  are open all year round. Trial games are 
organised periodically and clubs are always welcome to contact 
management teams with a view to getting trials for players.

G&W: Roughly, what percentage of contact time with players 
is spent on ball work, core work and fitness?

EOD: At U14/15 level players will do an average of 20 minutes 
core work and 10 minutes fitness as part of a 75 minute ses-
sion. The rest would be ball work and mini games or matches. 
Coaches are working at integrating the core work with the ball 
work more and more each year. At U16/17 and Minor level 
players complete a gym session at least once a week and all 
other training sessions and games would be 90% hurling.

G&W: Thanks Éibhear and best wishes to everybody  
involved in the Limerick Hurling Strategy this year and in  
the years ahead.

2013 Limerick minor hurling 
team, Munster champions
2013 Limerick minor hurling 
team, Munster champions



14

The Green & White   Summer 2014

What a Year for 
Limerick Camogie!

A moment to savour victory  
for these Limerick junior  
camogie stars

Limerick juniors won National Camogie League Division 4

Limerick Junior Camogie team, 

Division 4 champions

All Ireland champions! Limerick  

captain Caoimhe Costelloe  

raises the Cup.

Limerick camogie has never been in a healthier state. Top of the lot are the minors who 
won the All Ireland Minor A  title for the first time ever in 2014. Their senior, junior and 

underage counterparts have also enjoyed fantastic successes this year,  
as our pictures show...
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What a Year for 
Limerick Camogie!

Limerick Minor Camogie 

team, All-Ireland 
Champions

Limerick Under 14 White Team

Limerick Under 14 Green Team

Limerick’s Karen O’Leary, Player of 
the Match in the All Ireland Minor 
Camogie final

Limerick players on 2014 
Munster senior camogie team



16

The Green & White   Summer 2014

On Wednesday, April 9th 2014, Killoughteen 
National School played in the INTO Mini Seven’s football 
blitz. In our first match we defeated Shanagolden NS who 
played very well. Next, we played Ardagh. We knew most 
of the girls on their team. We won again but Ardagh were 
outstanding. 
 In the final we met Athea,  a very strong team. It was 
a tight game, but when the final whistle came we were 
Champions of the West.
 On  April 30th, we went to U.L. to play in the county 
final. The other teams were 
Knockea, 
Monaleen, and 
Galbally. Our 
first matches were 
against Knockea 
and Monaleen. 

Girls Mini 7’s 
Football 

By Sophie Liston

Sophie Liston, Killoughteen 
NS, is also the  
holder of a Larkin Shield 
medal with West Limerick. 
She scored 3-1 in the final

Crecora NS

Scoil Chriost Ri and 
Lisnagry NS very  
sportingly shared the 
2014 Mini 7s Football 
county title

The girls of Templeglantine  
celebrate victory in 
the camogie competition

Killoughteen NS winners of 
the INTO Mini Sevens Girls 
football county title

Killinure NS were East 
Camogie champions and 
enjoyed the Mini Sevens 
county final

Question:
Which Limerick Cumann na mBunscol players will play in 
the Mini 7s games at half-time in Croke Park during the  
All-Ireland semi-finals and finals in August and September 
this year?

Answer:
Hurling: Cormac Ryan  (Doon C.B.S.)
               Sam Cronolly (Bruree N.S.)

Camogie:   Noelle Curtin (Templeglantine N.S.)

Boys Football: Tom Marsden (Lisnagry N.S.)

Girls Football: Meadhbh Mac Namara  (Knockea N.S.)
                     Michelle Fahy (Galbally N.S.)
                     Ella Whelan  (Killoughteen N.S.)

They were very tough 
games but Killoughteen 
put in a great effort and 
came out with two wins. 
Our last match was against 
Galbally. We played our 
hearts out and we won. We 
were shocked. Our captain 
Ella Whealan was presented with the Shield.  
Killoughteen were both WEST and COUNTY CHAMPIONS!  
 Well done to all the teams and the  
referees. Thanks to Mr. Curtin for taking us all the way. 
 Our team was: Aoife Brosnan, Holly Meredith,  
Cori Dowling, Ella Whealan, Niamh Foley, Sophie Liston, 
Cliona Blenkinsop, Megan O Connor and Orla Danaher. 

More Mini 7s
Photos
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Recent years have seen an upswing in our 
school’s fortunes at Munster level. The foundations of this 
year’s triumph were laid by an under 161/2  success last 
year which gave the players great confidence  
entering this year’s senior hurling campaign. The team 
had a fantastic run this year with Munster titles annexed 
in both football and hurling for a unique double at senior 
level. A feature of both campaigns was the number of 
games that went down to the wire; a hallmark of the team 
was their ability to show great spirit and determination 
when required. 5 victories were required for the Munster 
title victory. This led to an All-Ireland semi final against 
St. Enda’s of Galway and, ultimately, to an All-Ireland 
final against Wexford CBS, in Cashel. The final was an 
extremely tight game with the result in doubt right up  
onto the final minutes when Andrew Cliffe, Robert 
Davoren, and Cillian Gavin pointed to seal the victory.
 The team was backboned by clubs such as Kildimo/
Pallaskenry, Ballybrown, Patrickswell and Mungret and 
we are grateful for the clubs’ support. Currently Ross 
Griffin and Cian Hedderman are members of the Limerick 
minor panel. There is a definite Clare imprint on the 
squad with coaches Brian Chambers and inter county star 
Colin Ryan involved with the team. It is hoped this  
fantastic achievement will lead to future success in the 
school and the local clubs.

All Ireland hurling title 

Mikey Davoren reaches for the sliotar

Salesian College pictured before the 

All Ireland final

FRONT ROW. Dylan Corrigan, Andrew Cliffe, Robert  Davoren,  

Cillian Gavin, Cian Hedderman, Darren O’Connell, Evan Considine,  

Gerard McKeogh, Shane Gloster.

BACK ROW. Mikey Davoren, Robert O’Grady, Diarmuid O’Connor,  

Tom O’Shea, Ross Griffin, David Downes, Luke Doran, TJ. O’Connor,  

Conor Quinn, Evan McCarthy, Josh Adams, Cian O’Doherty, Brian Nolan, 

Joey O’Keefe

Spot the ball 

for Salesian College Pallaskenry

Cillian Gavin  

concentrates as  

he takes a free

By our SCP Correspondent
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Shooting Stars!
The Green and White Magazine recently organised a 
very special meeting of three generations of Limerick 
hurling sharpshooters. Limerick hurling legends Richie 

Bennis and Gary Kirby were delighted to meet Limerick 
minor hurling star Ronan Lynch in the Gaelic Grounds 

for a discussion about hurling in general and free-
taking in particular. There followed a demonstration of 
styles, trading of tips and passing on of advice about 
free-taking, hurling and life in general. Good humour 
and sound advice were the order of the day - a day 

that may have a profound and positive influence on the 
future of Limerick hurling. Time will tell.

Gary Kirby addresses the sliotar.  

Note the unconventional grip he learned 

from his uncle, Richie

Perfect swing, textbook  
follow throughGary Kirby is about to score  

another freeHe lifts...

Richie Bennis addresses the sliotar and gets 
ready to execute a roll lift

Richie keeps his eye on the 
sliotar as he follows through 
after striking a free

Richie is about to strike...Richie begins a roll lift

Ace marksmen - 
Gary Kirby, Ronan 
Lynch and Richie 
Bennis

Straight over!
Free-taker Ronan Lynch is about to 
strike the sliotar.

Ronan Lynch gets ready to jab lift 
the sliotar

Midfeld 
shemozzle 
at the Gaelic 
Grounds!
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Shooting Stars!
Freetakers Forum
‘You drive for show but you putt for dough.’ The old golfing adage 
can be applied to Gaelic Games. Every successful team in GAA 
history has had a reliable free-taker in its ranks. Limerick has had 
some ultra accurate sharpshooters from dead ball situations. Richie 
Bennis in the early to mid 1970’s, Eamon Cregan until his retirement 
in 1983, Gary Kirby during the 1990’s–all were reliable free-takers. 
The Limerick team of today has a choice of marksmen from placed 
balls. Shane Dowling and Declan Hannon are already renowned free-
takers, despite their relative youth. 

The Green and White met up with Richie Bennis and his nephew Gary 
Kirby to discuss the free-taker’s art and invited Munster minor hurler of 
2013, Ronan Lynch of Na Piarsaigh to meet the Patrickswell legends. 

G&W: When did you start taking frees?

Richie: I took frees for the club at underage level. I first took over the 
frees in 1965 when Eamon Carey, Cian Lynch’s granduncle, was 
injured before a Munster Club championship game with Thurles 
Sarsfields. I was playing full back in those days but I was moved up 
to the forwards. We won the game. We met Mount Sion in the next 
round and Jimmy Shiels was on the frees. They had eleven of the team 
who played in the All Ireland final of 1963. Jimmy was injured in that 
game and I took over the frees.

Gary: I started taking frees when I was seventeen, playing for Limerick 
minors. Anthony Carmody used to take the frees. He was moved out 
to midfield and I started taking them. I started taking the close-in frees 
and it took off from there. I made the senior team with the club that 
year and I took the frees until we reached the county final when they 
took me off the frees. They thought they had a better man. (Richie!)

Richie: They were good judges!

Ronan: I always wanted to take the frees from a young age, having 
grown up watching Henry Shefflin. I had heard all about Gary and I 
wanted to take frees from the time I started playing.

G&W: Have you a free-taking routine you follow?

Richie: Modern free-takers poke the ball rather than rising it. I liked to 
rise it. I felt I had more control over it. The ball in those days had a  
bigger ridge. If you rolled across the ridge, it wouldn’t come up as easy. 

I’d stand at right angles to the target. A lot of free-takers today throw 
the ball up too high. If you throw it up too high, you have to concen-
trate too hard on hitting it. I threw it up to the height I’d strike it at.

Gary: I learnt it all from himself.

Ronan: The number one thing for me is to get my feet right. I stand  
parallel to the goal. I’d be different to the two lads because I jab-pick it. 

The position of my feet was a little bit off. I stood too far back and I 
tended to hit across the ball so that it went from left to right but Eamon 
Cregan picked up on this and now I hit more straight on. 

G&W: How about practice? How often would you practise freetaking?

Richie: Every time I’d go up to the field, I’d practise. I’d take a few 
frees. The one thing I would never do is take a free from a tight angle 
in the warm-up for a match. Your confidence could suffer. On the day 
of a match, I’d take handy frees from in front of the goal.

Gary: We lived beside the field so after school I’d go up to the field 
myself and practise everything. When I started playing with the 
Limerick seniors, I’d practise frees after the last training session before 
a match and, like Richie, I’d take a few handy frees (to warm up) on 
the day.

Ronan:  When I was younger, I lived in the hurling field. My mother 
and father would tell you that. Nowadays, with study and Ard Scoil, 
I’ve a lot of commitments...

Ronan:  With the Limerick minors, I’d come about an hour before 
training to practise free-taking and I’d do a bit on other evenings too. 
As the lads were saying, I’d move around, taking frees from all over 
the pitch, but I’d start with frees from in front of the goal to get the 
confidence up.

G&W: Do you think free-taking is easier now due to the improved 
quality of sliotar available?

Richie: A lot easier. The ball used to get very heavy in wet weather. 
And you might be playing with the same ball for the whole match. 
They wouldn’t be throwing in fresh balls like they do now!

Gary: It all depended on the sliotar. The Cummins sliotar was used by 
Cork and you’d fancy your chances but the O Neill’s sliotar in those 
days had a bigger ridge and it was a lot harder to score with it. 

Ronan: The O Neill’s sliotar still has a bigger ridge. I like the Cummins 
Sliotar or the Champion sliotar, made by Daly’s, is very good.

Richie: In those days, with a bigger ridge on the ball, you’d have to 
be very careful about placing the sliotar as well.

G&W: What was your range? How far from goal would you be com-
fortable taking frees?

Richie: I’d be confident about any free from 70 yards (65 metres) in. 
Ronan: If you put me to the pin of my collar, I’d say from the other 45 
metre line. That’d be pushing it. 

Gary: I’d be confident about taking frees as far back as the other 65’. 
Especially with the wind behind you. I was really impressed watching 
this fellow (Ronan) scoring points from 80 or 90 yards against the 
Well in the U-21 County final recently!

Richie: As a free-taker, if things are going right and you’re in the right 
frame of mind you’d drive them over from anywhere. 

G&W: Did you model your style on any player?

Richie: I wasn’t a natural free-taker. More of a converted free-taker 
with my own style. I admired Jimmy Doyle taking frees; he only used 
a 33 inch hurley!

Gary:  I learned everything from Richie.

Ronan: When I was younger, I wanted to be like Henry Shefflin, but 
as I grew older, I developed my own style.

G&W:  How would you handle missing an important free?

Gary: To be honest, it never affected me

Ronan: As a young minor hurler, I had a bad night taking frees for 
Limerick in Ennis; it was tough but now I think it was the best thing 
that ever happened to me. I’m stronger for it now and I don’t worry if 
I miss a free. In fact, I prefer pressure frees now.

Richie: Missing frees? I don’t know what the lads are talking about;  
I never missed frees!

G&W: Have you ever tried the Anthony Nash technique?

Richie: I wouldn’t be fast enough to get to it!  I admire it. Anything 
that’s new is great.

Gary: Yeah, I think it’s great.

Ronan: So do I.

G&W: Do you think 2 points should be awarded for a direct score 
from a sideline cut?

All: No!

G&W: Who decides whether you go for a gal or a point from a 
close-in free, you or management on the sideline?

Richie: For me, it always depended on how the ball came up...

Gary: Sometimes the call came from the sideline but it depends on 
how you’re going yourself and the circumstances of the match.

G&W: And finally...

Richie: If a fellow fouled you and you got a free then, no matter how 
dirty a foul it was or how hurt you were, you put down the ball and 
put it over the bar and make sure you run straight past the fellow who 
fouled you and give him a big smile!
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Twenty years ago!  
I feel old writing about a 
game that is still so very 
clear in my mind. The 
1994 Munster Final. The 
summer the Republic of 
Ireland were battling it 
out in the sun and heat of 
New York and Orlando 
in the World Cup. In fact 
there were big World 
Cup games on the after-
noon Limerick beat 
Clare in Thurles. There 
are people now play-
ing for Limerick who 
weren’t born that day.

This was the era before 
big GAA games were 
routinely televised live 
by RTE, before TV3 
or TG4 even existed.  
Supporters had to 
resort to TV highlights 
that evening in the 
stilted format that is 
still The Sunday Game.  
 I came across a 
full copy of the game 
in the last few years 
which was produced 
for an American 
ex-pat audience.  
Fascinating stuff. The 
game has changed so 
much since then, most especially the physicality and 
speed that the top inter-county teams are now 
playing at.

Both finalists had upset the odds in getting to the final 
at all. Limerick had beaten Cork for the first time in 
14 years in a sensational game in Limerick, while Clare 
had gained some recompense for the severe drubbing 
they suffered at the hands of Tipperary in the previous 
year’s Munster Final.

The programme cost £1 and contains 48 pages.  
Standard fare for that era and before the time that 
programmes started to unnecessarily grow outside their 

comfortable A5 format, 
which is a perfect size 
for all collectors. Donie 
Nealon’s signature on the 
front signified that it was 
official, the era of the pirate 
having come to an end in 
the previous few years.

The game itself went 
Limerick’s way from start 
to finish in front of over 
43,000 spectators. This was 
still the era of do-or-die 
championship hurling: you 
win, you progress; you lose, 
you are gone, no backdoor, 
no second chances. It was 
Clare’s 10th consecutive 
Munster Final loss in 62 
years and their 5th in total to 
Limerick (1918, 1955, 1974, 
1981 and now 1994).

Tom Ryan versus Len 
Gaynor, Ger Loughnane being 
groomed as the heir apparent 
in the background. Many of 
the Clare stars of later times 
were still cutting their teeth at 
this level.

Limerick were rarely in trou-
ble throughout the game, with 
Clare getting their two goals 
in the last 10 minutes with 
the game already out of sight 

for them, in another morale-sapping defeat. Limerick got 
points from everywhere that day, Biddy Earley’s curse still 
biting deep into Clare’s psyche, like that priest’s one still 
doing the rounds up in Mayo.  That Clare were only 14 
months away from ultimate triumph is hard to believe, or 
the agony that Limerick would suffer a short two months 
later. The final score was: Limerick 0-25, Clare 2-10.

After the match Ciarán Carey said, “Since I was a child 
I have dreamed of this, but there were times I thought it 
just wasn’t possible. Now that it has happened it’s even 
better than I had dreamed.”  Gary Kirby said, “This is the 
greatest day of my life.”
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Limerick and Clare also met in the 1981 Munster Final, 
with Clare overcoming Cork in the semi-final while Limerick beat 
Tipperary in an epic draw/replay. For the record, Limerick annexed 
the 1981 Munster championship when they defeated Clare by 3-12 
to 2-9. The official programme contains 36 pages and cost 30 (new 
pence). There was also a pirate programme that day, which cost 
30p too, but of much inferior quality. Poorer quality paper, smaller 
number of pages, very old reprinted articles, wrong teams listed.  
Most people did not realise that they were not buying the official 
programme from bogus programme sellers outside the ground.   
They are the bane of most collectors’ lives, though some are more 
fundamentalist about them than others. In the absence of an  
official programme from a game, a pirate/unofficial one is better 
than nothing.

A facile victory followed later in 
August against Antrim and the final 
on the first Sunday in September was 
against Offaly who emerged from 
Leinster, beating Galway in the other 
semi-final.  

Everyone knows the rest....and we 
still wait.

Munster Final 1981
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Name: Brian Nix

Club: Newcastle West 

Primary School: Courtenay BNS,  
Newcastle West

Have you any pets? A dog

Favourite TV programme:  
The Sunday Game

Favourite Food: Bacon and Cabbage

Favourite Band: Ed Sheeran

Last film you saw at the cinema:  
Grown Ups 2 

Favourite Playstation game: Fifa 14 

Highlight of your GAA career:  
Getting picked for the Primary Game

Favourite Position: Centre forward

Sporting ambition: To play for Limerick

Favourite GAA star: Joe Canning 

Your sporting hero (any sport): Usain Bolt

Famous relations: Stephen Nix (Newcastle 
West football star)

Which other sports do you play? Soccer

Brian Nix 

WEST SCHOOLS

Keith O Kelly, 
Mackey Cup 
goalie, West 
Limerick

Adare BNS were 
West champions in 
Mini Sevens hurling

Croagh NS were 
West standard 
bearers at the 
Allianz Cumann na 
mBunscool indoor 
hurling finals

Killoughteen NS 
camogie team 
are enjoying 
great success 
in the Allianz 
Cumann na m 
Bunscol leagues
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Killoughteen NS 
enjoyed the Indoor 
hurling 
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PHOTOS FROM WEST LIMERICK SCHOOLS

West Mini 
Sevens winners 
Templeglantine NS 
went on to win the 
County final in UL

Templeglantine 
NS Mini 7s  
hurlers

Player Profile:  
Charlie McCarthy
Charlie McCarthy, a past pupil of Shountrade NS, 
played on the Ardscoil Rís team that won the Harty 
Cup this year. He has won U-14 and U-16 County 
hurling titles with his club, Adare. He also  
represented Limerick at U-14, U-15 and U-16 levels. 
While growing up, Charlie was very much influenced 
by the achievements of his granduncle Jim McCarthy  
of Feenagh.
 In 1935, Jim won an All Ireland Junior hurling 
medal with Limerick when he lined out in goals.  
The following year, as a nineteen year old, he was 
understudy to Paddy Scanlan when Limerick beat 
Kilkenny in the Senior final. When Limerick beat 
Kilkenny again, in 1940, Jim played in the right corner 
back position. Jim won a National Hurling League 
medal in 1937, playing at left corner forward and 
added another NHL medal to his collection in 1938. 
He reverted to goalkeeping again for his last major 
triumph, this time with the Munster Railway Cup hurling 
team. Here’s hoping Charlie and his generation can 
emulate some of the achievements of his granduncle!

With thanks to Dennis O’Connor

Harty Cup 
winners, 
Charlie 
McCarthy and 
Cian Lynch

Name: Ciara Sheehy

Club: Granagh Ballingarry

Primary School: Granagh NS

Have you any pets? Yes

Favourite TV programme: Moone Boy

Favourite Food: Bacon and cabbage

Favourite Band: One Direction

Highlight of your GAA career:  
Playing for Limerick in the Primary Game  
in Thurles

Favourite position: Full back

Sporting ambition: To play for Limerick

Favourite GAA star: Declan Hannon  

Which sports do you play: Gaelic Football

Any famous relations? Declan Hannon

Ciara Sheehy 

Ciara Sheehy from 
Granagh NS played 
for Limerick in the 
Primary Game 
v Tipperary in  
Semple Stadium

Ciara Sheehy from 
Granagh NS played 
for Limerick in the 
Primary Game 
v Tipperary in  
Semple Stadium

Jim McCarthy, 
from Feenagh, 
who hurled with 
distinction for 
Limerick and 
Munster

Jim McCarthy, 
from Feenagh, 
who hurled with 
distinction for 
Limerick and 
Munster
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Katie Gibbons brought 
The G&W on a visit to 
Abu Dhabi earlier this 
year

Ciara Fitzgerald from 
Patrickswell shows 
that The G&W has 
UNIVERSAL appeal!

Ciara Fitzgerald, 
a member of the 
Patrickswell Feile 
camogie team, 
considers taking the 
train to Hogwarts to 
introduce The G&W 
to  Harry Potter and 
his friends!

Ciara Fitzgerald, 
where no Green 
and White has 
gone before

Green & White on Tour
G

&
W

Mikey Sheehy won 
8 All Ireland football 
medals with Kerry.He 
knows a winner when 
he sees it! Can you 
guess where Mikey 
was snapped with his 
copy of  The G&W?

Be like Sheila 
Morrissey and don’t 
forget to bring a copy 
of The G&W with you 
when you go on your 
holidays!
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Ooh La La!

Patrickswell NS 
student, Ciara 
Fitzgerald with 
Limerick’s favourite 
sports magazine in 
Disneyworld

The Green and White 
visits the birthplace of 
the French Revolution

Singing from 
the same hymn 
sheet! The G&W 
and friends in 
an Abu Dhabi 
mosque Sheila Morrissey 

reading the 
G&W in Dubai

Green & White on Tour

G
&

W

The G&W on a 
Staycation! Cork  
football manager Brian 
Cuthbert does some 
research into Limerick 
GAA
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CITY SCHOOLS

Gaelscoil Chaladh an 
Treoighe enjoyed the 
camogie season

Milford NS,  
County Indoor 
Camogie 
Champions for 
the 1st time ever

JFK hurling team 
who played in the 
Olo Cup

An Mhodhscoil 
2014 City camogie 
champions

Name: Diarmuid Hegarty 

Club: St Patrick’s

Primary School: Milford NS, Castletroy 

Have you any pets? Two dogs, Scooby and 
Bobby

Favourite TV programme: Friends

Favourite Food: Steak and Chips

Favourite Band/singer: Calvin Harris

Last film you saw at the cinema: Bad 
Neighbours

Favourite Playstation game: FIFA 14 

Last CD you bought: Swedish House Mafia

Highlight of your GAA career: Winning Féile 
with St Patrick’s last year

Favourite position: Centre back

Sporting ambition: To win an All Ireland with 
Limerick

Favourite GAA star: Kevin Downes

Your sporting hero (any sport): Ronaldo 

Which sports do you play: Gaelic Football, 
soccer and golf

Diarmuid Hegarty  

Diarmuid Hegarty 
from Milford emu-
lated his Dad Ger 
when he played 
for Limerick in the 
Primary Game

Diarmuid Hegarty 
from Milford emu-
lated his Dad Ger 
when he played 
for Limerick in the 
Primary Game

Milford NS team 
captain, Aoife 
Nelligan receives 
the County Indoor 
Camogie Shield 
from Paul Kennedy

Scoil Chríost Rí at the 
Indoor Hurling Blitz in 
Old Christians GAA Hall
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PHOTOS FROM CITY SCHOOLS

St. Nessans NS Under 11 
hurling team

Barry O Connor 
holds the Olo 
Cup aloft for 
Ballybrown NS   

Our Lady Queen of 
Peace NS, Janesboro at 
the Indoor Hurling Blitz in 
Old Christians GAA Hall

Model School Under 
13 B hurling  
champions 2014

Interviewed by his granddaugh-
ter, Mia O Halloran (Milford NS)

Who introduced you to the 
game of hurling? My Mum and 
Dad introduced me to the game 
of hurling.

How old were you when you 
played your first game? I was 
four years old when I played 
my first game.

For how many years did you play inter county 
hurling? I played for nine years: 1961-1969.

What is your favourite memory from your play-
ing days? Winning the All Ireland in 1966.

Is there any player you admire in the modern 
game? Henry Shefflin.

How has hurling changed since your playing 
days? The ball is lighter and the players are fitter.

What advice do have for young players? Keep 
practising. Have a hurley in your hand all the 
time.

Interviewed by his grandson, 
Rory McCarthy (Milford NS)

Who introduced you to the 
game of hurling? My father and 
uncle ... and listening to Micheál 
O’Hehir.

How old were you when you 
played your first game? I was 
thirteen when I played my first 
game.

For how many years did you 
play inter-county hurling? I made my debut in 
1968 and my last game was in 1975. I missed 
almost two years with a serious injury.

What is your favourite memory from your 
playing days? Winning a Munster minor medal 
in 1963 and playing against Mick Roche 
(Tipperary)

Is there any player you admire in the modern 
game? Henry Shefflin and Joe Canning.

Has hurling changed since your playing days? 
Very much so, there is no ground or overhead 
hurling now.

What advice do have for young players? 
Practise every day and show respect for mentors 
and opposition.

John O’Halloran  

Mick Graham  

John O Halloran 
with his grand-
daughter Mia

John O Halloran 
with his grand-
daughter Mia

Mick Graham 
with his 
grandson 
Rory Murphy

Mick Graham 
with his 
grandson 
Rory Murphy

Ballybrown
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Killinure NS enjoyed 
the East Mini Sevens 
hurling blitz

Doon CBS 
were runners 
up in the East 
indoor hurling 
blitz

Caherconlish NS 
enjoyed the East 
indoor hurling blitz

School around the corner! Top country 
singer, Jimmy Buckley revisits the  
primary school of his youth and 
enjoys a bit of quality time with 
Limerick’s top selling sports magazine

Doon CBS 
Colours Day

Gavin O Mahony, 
Paudie O Brien and 
Nicky Quaid were 
popular visitors to 
the Easter Hurling 
Camp at Harty 
Park, Murroe

Joe Lyons presents 
the County Mini 
Sevens hurling tro-
phy to Cormac Ryan, 
Doon C.B.S
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EAST SCHOOLS

Caherelly NS pupils Graham 
and Matthew Carroll wearing 
their Tipperary colours at the 
Limerick v Tipperary game in 
Semple Stadium
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PHOTOS FROM EAST LIMERICK SCHOOLS

Tineterriffe NS played 
in the East indoor 
hurling blitz

Lisnagry NS at the 
East finals of INTO 
Mini Sevens

Paul Kennedy presents 
Lisnagry NS with the 
trophy for winning the 
East Indoor Hurling title 
in Caherconlish

The boys of Caherline 
NS enjoyed the indoor 
hurling in Caherconlish

These boys from 
Caherelly NS played in 
the Mini Sevens in East 
Limerick

Murroe NS at the 
East Mini Sevens 
finals

Killinure NS played 
in indoor  
competitions

Players and mentors from 
Murroe Boher club in 
Croke Park for the launch 
of Go Games
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SOUTH SCHOOLS
PHOTOS FROM SOUTH LIMERICK SCHOOLS

Bruree NS, South 

Roinn A champions

Scoil Fhionáin, Kilfinane 

hurling team who met 

Croom in the Roinn B 

schools final

Fergus Carey, Harry 
Mullane, John 
Sheehan, captain, 
and Peter Buckley of 
Bruree NS, Roinn A 
champions

Glenbrohane NS were 
South representatives 
at the Allianz Cumann 
na mBunscol Indoor 
camogie finals

Scoil Mocheallóg 
Indoor Hurling team

Emma Morrissey 
& Katelyn 
Kennedy from 
Galbally NS with 
Willie Roche, 
President of the 
Irish Handball 
Council

Shane Mullane presents 
the South Limerick 
Roinn A Hurling Cup to 
Bruree NS captain,  
John Sheehan

West captain Patrick 
Lenihan meets South 
Captains Sam Cronnolly 
and Killian O Shea with 
referee Mike Flannery:  
2014 Mackey Cup 

30

The Green & White   Summer 2014



SOUTH SCHOOLS
PHOTOS FROM SOUTH LIMERICK SCHOOLS

3 Limerick captains, 3 trophies!  Donal O Grady, Seanie Buckley & Richie English with the Munster senior & minor hurling cups and NFL Div 4  football cup
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Best dressed teacher on GAA Jersey Day in Ballybrown NS !

Limerickk GAA Open Night at U.L.James Ryan meets a young Limerick supporter

Local hero and 

Limerick captain, 

Donal O Grady 

shows his support 

for Limerick  

supporters

SWEET!

If you would like to submit photos for inclusion in the G&W Gallery, post or e-mail your photos to us 
(our contact details are printed on Page 2). Original photographs will be returned to their owners.

On top of the world! Donal O Grady at the launch of the 2014 Munster SH Championship

Supporting Limerick all the way from Kiel, photo tweeted by John Cronin



To enter Crossword Competition 54, send a photocopy of your completed crossword or a list of 
answers to: The Green and White, Patrickswell NS, Co. Limerick. Answers by e-mail to: 
info@thegreenandwhite.com. See page 35 for last term’s answers and winners.

No. 54      

32

TRASNA
1 A person who watches a  
 game or a show (9)
8  Host country for 2014 FIFA  
 World Cup (6)
9 Shane Dowling is to hurley as 
  Caroline Wozniaki is to   
 (what)? (6)*
10 The ‘Lady’ who  
 wore a dress   
 made of meat!  
 (4)
12 An Irish apple   
 (3)
13 ‘I Will Never   
 Let You Down,’  
 a song by (?)   
 Ora (4)
16 American 
 Indian who 
 might sell you a pizza! (6)
17 Belonging to a place by birth  
 (6)
18 There are 366 of these in a  
 Leap Year (4)
21 How is Limerick goalie Nicky  
 Quaid related to the  
 legendary Tommy Quaid? (3)
22 A casual conversation (4)
24 Lusaka is the capital of which  
 African country? (6)
25 A friendly  blue  
 tank engine with 
  red lining  (6)
26 Irish venue for  
 three recent   
 concerts by ‘One Direction’  
 (5,4)

SÍOS
2 What Papa John’s, 4-Star and  
 Domino’s sell  (5)
3 Limerick’s title in 2014: City of  
 --- ? (7)
4 In which month is Fools’ Day?  
 (5)
5 The movie award everyone  
 wants (5)
6 ‘Lá ---- (?)’ means ‘nice day’ (4)
7 Is Glin in the north, south, east  
 or west of the county? (4)
10 The ‘G’ in GTA (also goes  
 before Canyon) (5)
11 Donal O’ ----- (?) Limerick  
 hurling captain (5)
14 Actor Michael   
 Fassbender’s  
 nationality (5)
15 James Bond is a  
 secret one! (5)

Scribble Box

26 Trasna
Story of my life

PRIZE CROSSWORD 
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17 All go! (3-4)
19 The first man ... ever (4)
20 The opposite of drunk (5)
21 In the movies,’ Jaws’ is a   
 great white what? (5)
22 An organised  group of  
 singers (5)
23 First name of former Justice  
 Minister: (?) Shatter (4)

* American spelling for answer 
number 9 Trasna.
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Drawn by John Egan, 
Barna NS

CARTOON 
CORNER

Reader 
Art

SETANTA MCFANTA                                   a legend in his own helmet
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WHAT are you
looking at?

just proving that
our coach is MAD

he said they're showing
gaa matches on the SKY

this summer!

SETANTA MCFANTA                                   a legend in his own helmet

10
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are ye ready to start
the FIRST LESSON?

yep

 right, setanta,
this is a HURLEY,
this is a SLIOTAR

hit THIS
with THIS.

got it?

 or will we
try again
tomorrow?

And, how wonderful do you think Hawkeye is now?
StevieWonderful!



FUN&GAMES
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Caption  
Write a caption for this photo of Shane Dowling and referee, 
Barry Kelly taken in Semple Stadium before the start of the 
recent Limerick v Tipperary Munster SH Championship match 
and you could win a prize! Send your suggestions to:  
info@thegreenandwhite.com

1 How many players on 3 hurling teams?
2 How many players on 4 camogie teams?
3 How many points are 6 goals worth?
4 How many points are 14 goals worth?
5 Add the number on a full back’s back to the number on  
 a full forward’s back.
6 What do the numbers on the jerseys of the 2 midfielders  
 (same team) add up to?
7 A = 2-4, B = 3-1 (GAA scores). Who won?
8 X = 5-7, Y = 3-11 (GAA scores). Who won?

All these people share the surname Ryan.  
How many can you identify? Why not time yourself?  
You have 30 seconds…starting now!

  Manager of the Limerick senior hurling team.     

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 Manager of the Limerick minor hurling team.    

 –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 He scored the point to put Limerick ahead in the  
 70th minute v Tipperary (and son of number 2!)   

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 Jim Bob. Man of the Match v Tipperary.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 Free scoring footballer from St Senan’s.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Maths Test: GAA-Style!

Answers: 1. T.J.   2. Brian   3. Tom   4. James  5. Ian

Answers: 8 (X) 7 (Draw) 6 (17) 5 (17) 4 (42) 3 (18) 2 (60) 1 (45)

The Ryan Report

1

2
3

4

5 “
”

Ardagh N.S., West 
Limerick mini 7s foot-
ball champions

Ardagh N.S., West 
Limerick mini 7s foot-
ball champions
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Crossword 53 Winners:
Dan Blessing
Morgans South, Barrigone, 
Askeaton, Co. Limerick
SueAnnTree
via DM on Twitter (please contact 
us with your address)
Seán Daly
Bruree N.S., Co. Limerick

Crossword 53 Answers:
Trasna: 1 Jumbo Jets  8 Bureau  
9 Larvae  10 Load  12 Amy  
13 Okay  16 Cooper  17 TJ Ryan  
18 Slag  21 Aer  22 Skis 24 Carrot 
25 O’Grady  26 The Croods  
 
Síos: 2 Upend  3 Brudair  4 Jelly  
5 Turbo  6 Judo  7 Dana  10 Laces 
11 Avoca  14 Kayak  15 Yanks  
17 Tar  19 Lead  20 Garth  21 Attic  
22 Shred  23 Indo  25 Oxo

Crossword No. 54
To be in with a chance of winning a 
prize this time out, send a photocopy 
of your completed crossword to  
The G&W, Patrickswell NS, Co. 
Limerick. Alternatively, you can fax 
your answers to:  
061 355978, or e-mail them to:  
info@thegreenandwhite.com

Declan Sexton @decsexton 
@LimerickGAAzine @BrureeGAA hard luck to Bruree NS today. 
Well done to Ballybrown.
(Twitter comment, following 2014 Limerick Leader Cup final)

Alan Murray @alanmurray13  
@LimerickGAAzine: Well done to City Trainers: Paul O Connor, 
Shane O Neill & Ger Downes who did an excellent job with the 
MC team!#3wisemen
(Twitter comment following 2014 Mayor’s Cup final)

Pat Culhane @pat_culhane  
@LimerickGAAzine @LimerickCLG @LimkLeaderSport Well done to 
Limerick city on winning the Mayor’s cup!
(Twitter comment , following 2014 Limerick Mayor’s Cup final)

Kieran O Neill @kton11  
@LimerickGAAzine @LimerickCLG Listened to the game from the 
US @MartyM_RTE was brilliant, felt like you were there!
(Twitter comment , following Limerick’s great victory v Tipperary in 
Munster SH semi-final)

Marty Morrissey @MartyM_RTE  
@kton11 @LimerickGAAzine @LimerickCLG Thank you Kieran. 
Delighted you enjoyed the match in the USA ! Stay tuned to RTE 
Radio !
(Twitter comment , following Limerick’s great victory v Tipperary in 
Munster SH semi-final)

Follow us on Twitter!
@LimerickGAAzine. 

Dear Editor,
Milford N.S. boys hurling team qualified for the final of the Olo Cup in May. Several bus loads of supporters travelled to the Gaelic Grounds for the match against Ballybrown N.S .We had a great day even though we didn’t winbut we were very proud of our team!

Diarmuid Allen,
6th Class, Milford N.S.

Sam Bulfin has great 
taste in his bedtime 
reading!

Tweets



Contact us if your school or club 
needs to order extra copies
info@thegreenandwhite.com

Look out
for G&W
ISSUE 55
Autumn '14

Limerick Primary 
Game camogie 
team who played  
v Tipperary on  
June 1st.

The Limerick boys  
football team 
who played in the 
Primary Game v 
Tipperary in the 
Gaelic Grounds

The Limerick girls 
football team 
who played in the 
Primary Game v 
Tipperary in the 
Gaelic Grounds

Limerick Primary 
Game hurling 
team in Semple 
Stadium on June 
1st

Primary Game teams 
The names and schools of the 44 players selected to play hurling, 
camogie and football for the four Limerick Primary Game teams 
(v Tipperary) can be accessed on-line (Limerick Allianz Cumann 
na mBunscol Blog: www.cumannnambunscol.wordpress.com)


